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intended as a present to rue from the citizens of Erie, has been delivered
by your townsman, Mr. Freeman; and I have also since had the pleasure
of receiving your letter intended to accompany the gift.

" To those who have united in this token of confidence and friendship,
I beg leave to return my respectful and cordial thanks. Be kind enough
to say this to them, as you may have occasion to see them, and assure
them that I highly value their present, because of the associations con-
nected with its material, and especially because it is their present, and
because of the inscriptions which they have seen fit it shall bear.

"You have been kind enough to say, gentlemen, that you claim kin-
dred with me as an American citizen.

" I admit and reciprocate this claim with great pleasure and sincerity.
I recognize you and your neighbors as fellow-citizens, my own country-
men, embarked on the same political fortunes, enjoying the same liberty,
and the same bounties and blessings of Providence as myself.

" Your homes are on the shores of one of our great inland seas, mine is
on. the ocean; but our substantial interests, the great elements of our pros-
perity, and, above all, our stake in. that paramount treasure of a free peo-
ple, a good and wise government, are the same. All these are under the
protection and guardianship of that inestimable Constitution which our
fathers framed and have delivered to us, as a bond of perpetual union.

"It affords me, gentlemen, much gratification to find that my political
conduct, on trying occasions, now passed, and I hope passed forever, has
met your approbation. The period to which you refer, you justly call the
dark hour. I felt it to be my duty in that momentous crisis to disregard
party and personal considerations, to act in the true spirit of the Consti-
tution, and, without forgetting the propriety of moderation, or the laws
of kindness and charity, to proceed, nevertheless, with a firm and inflexible
resolution of upholding the authority of the laws and defending the
Union. I am happy to know that in all this I appear to you to have dis-
charged the duty of a good citizen.

"I am, gentlemen, your friend and obedient servant,

" DA2JIEL "WEBSTEK."

At tMs time the affairs of Texas assumed a new" aspect, in
consequence of a change in the pin-poses of the leading persons
in that country, respecting its annexation to the United States.
This change was especially -welcome to Mr. "Webster, who had
always desired to see Texas establish and maintain a separate
nationality; and when, in consequence of negotiations which
the new minister of Texas opened with Mr. Nicholas Biddle,
for a loan to his government of five millions of dollars, to be
subscribed in the United States, that gentleman wrote to Mr.
"Webster, to ask his opinioa on the whole subject of Texan